Computers and the severely physically handicapped: a pilot project at Pearson Hospital.
Computers are a rapidly developing technology affecting the lives of everyone, including those in the handicapped population. Major revolutions are occurring in the technology available for physically and mentally handicapped persons. This article presents the results and findings of a pilot computer project that was implemented at Pearson Hospital. The use of the computer, adapted to persons of severe physical disability, as a typewriter, a programming device, and as a word processor is explained. The success of the program, and the difficulties experienced in making it run, are presented, along with suggestions for setting up and implementing computer projects in other institutions. An assessment form for potential computer users is presented.